A CAVALIER.	285
overpowered, retreated in as good order as they
could, but left us most of our prisoners, and about
thirty of their own. We lost about fifteen of our
men, and the enemy about forty, chiefly by the fire
of our dragoons in their retreat.
In this posture we continued our march; and
though the king halted at Lichfield, which was
a dangerous article, having so many of the enemy's
troops upon his hands; and this time gave them op-
portunity to get into a body; yet the Scots, with
their general Lesly, resolving for the north, the rest
of the troops were not able to face us, till having
ravaged the enemy's country through Staffordshire,
Warwick, Leicester, and Nottinghamshire, we came
to the leaguer before Newark.
The king was once more in the mind to have
gone into Scotland, and called a council of war to
that purpose; but then it was resolved by all hands,
that it would be too late to attempt it; for the Scots,
and major-general Pointz, were before us, and
several strong bodies of horse in our rear; and there
was no venturing now, unless any advantage pre-
sented to rout one of those parties which attended
us.
Upon these, and like considerations, we resolved
for Newark; on our approach, the forces which
blocked up that town, drew off, being too weak to
oppose us; for the king was now above five thou-
sand horse and dragoons, besides three hundred
horse and dragoons he took with him from New-
ark.
We halted at Newark to assist the garrison, or
give them time rather to furnish themselves from
the country with what they wanted, which they
were very diligent in doing; for, in two days' time,
they filled a large island, which lies under the town,
between the two branches of the Trent, with sheep*

